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What is NAATI?

Overview of the sector

The difference between a translator and interpreter

NAATI sets and maintains  
high national standards for the 
translating and interpreting 
sector, and is the only 
organisation to issue credentials 
or certification to people who 
wish to work in this profession.

NAATI is a public, not-for-profit 
company that is jointly owned 
by the Commonwealth, state 
and territory governments.

A general overview of the 
relationship between different 
stakeholders in the translation 
and interpreting sector.

Translators deal with the 
written word.  

 
They translate written content 
from one language to another.

Interpreters deal with the  
spoken word or signs  

(such as Auslan).  
 

They interpret what each speaker 
is saying or signing into the other 

person’s language.

Universities, 
TAFEs, RTOs

Provide training 
before sitting the 

NAATI test

NAATI 
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industry standards  
• Certifying  
translators & 
 interpreters Language  

service providers
Engage certified  

practitioners  
to provide T&I  
services to the  

community



Useful resources

NAATI Credentials NAATI Certification System

Certified Translator

Certified Provisional Interpreter

Certified Interpreter

Certified Conference Interpreter

Certified Specialist Interpreter

Recognised 

An overview 
of the NAATI 
Certification 
System & 
credentials we 
offer. 

If there are no tests available for 
your language pair you may be 
granted a Recognised Practicing 
credential.

Currently the 
only credential 
available for 
translators.

Entry level 
generalist 
interpreting 
test.

Higher level 
generalist 
interpreting 
test.

High level 
specialist legal 
interpreting 
test.

High level 
specialist 
health 
interpreting 
test.

High level 
and complex 
interpreting 
test in 
conference 
situations.

See what NAATI tests are available in your language

Search for a NAATI Endorsed Qualification

Scan here to view 
the languages NAATI 
currently offers 
testing in.

Scan here to search for 
tertiary qualifications 
for interpreting and 
translating that are 
endorsed by NAATI.

Guide to finding a practitioner
Advice on 
finding a 
translator or 
interpreter in 
Australia.

NAATI Services
An overview 
of NAATI 
services.

About Recertification
Learn more 
about the 
importance 
of  recertifying 
your NAATI 
credential.

Scan the QR codes below to view each resource or find online on our website: https://www.naati.com.au/resources/

NAATI’s Certification System 
offers different credentials for 
translators and interpreters as 
shown below.

Need more information?

We are here to help! If you have any questions, please contact us at any time at 
info@naati.com.au


